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A Study in Statistics 
By: Dr. Katie Brophy Miles of Golf Globally 

 
How good are college golfers? The numbers speak for themselves. We will see that 
college golf is competitive at all levels. For junior golfers aspiring to play Division I, II, 
and III college golf, you need to be both a talented golfer and a conscientious 
student. The data does tell us that there is a place in college golf for everyone--and 
it’s best to focus your efforts on the level that makes the most sense for your ability 
level. What level is that? Continue reading. 
 
What does the data say? In looking at data from the COVID-shortened 2019-2020 
season, we see the numbers required to play college golf at men’s and women’s 
programs in Division I, II, and III. College golf gets more and more competitive every 
year, and the data from 63 teams tells us this. College golf competitions typically are 
scored by counting the best four scores from the five players who compete in the 
tournament. Scoring averages from the top eight players should give you a frame of 
reference for what it takes to make the lineup on a college team. Remember that 
college golf is often played in suboptimal weather conditions during months where 
courses may not be in the best shape in most parts of the country 
(September-November and February-May) so your junior golf scores will not directly 
translate into college scores in most cases.  
 
What about roster sizes? The data from our sample tells us that men’s golf teams 
have larger roster sizes across the board (Division I: 10, Division II: 9.1, Division III: 
10.45). Women’s rosters are smaller which often leads to higher scholarship offers 
since the total number of scholarships for a fully-funded Division I women’s golf 
program is higher than the total number on the men’s side. Women’s rosters in the 
sample averaged around 8 (Division I: 8.5, Division II: 7.22, Division III: 7.22). 
 
What scholarship opportunities can I expect? For Division I men’s golf, a 
fully-funded program has 4.5 scholarships. On the Division I women’s side, a 
fully-funded program has 6 scholarships. For Division II men, the number is 3.6 and 
for Division II women, the number is 5.4. Division III does not offer athletic 
scholarships; however, according to the NCAA’s reporting in 2018, 80% of 
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student-athletes earned academic grants or need-based scholarships averaging 
$17,000 in aid.  
 
Get good grades so that you can qualify for merit scholarships. Retaking your 
ACT/SAT to earn a higher score may unlock a few thousand dollars depending on 
which school you will be attending, and it’s best to be in communication with your 
future college coach so that you understand what benchmarks you need to reach in 
order to qualify for the next academic scholarship tier.  
 
More about Golf Globally, LLC 
Golf Globally, LLC is a San Francisco-based college 
placement company. After 11 years coaching NCAA Division 
I Women’s Golf, Dr. Katie Brophy Miles founded Golf 
Globally to simplify the recruiting process for families. Katie 
played college golf at Notre Dame and was the head coach 
at Georgetown University for six years before moving to the 
Bay Area for her husband’s job in tech. Leveraging her 
background as an award-winning coach and PhD in 
Human Performance, she serves as a strategic partner in 
your child’s success by offering a thorough understanding 
of what coaches are looking for in players and the steps 
needed to be recruited. Contact Katie to start your 
recruiting journey today! 
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